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MEASUREMENT OF MASS AIRFLOW INTO AN
ENGINE

This invention relates to 2 method of measuring mass
airflow into an engine and, particularly, to such a
method which compensates for the air density changes
in the manifold.

One method of electronic fuel control for an internal
combustion engine requires that the mass airflow into
the engine be measured in order to determine the cor-
rect amount of fuel to inject into the airstream. To that
end, various types of anemometers have been devised to
measure the air flowing through an induction passage
whence it flows through a manifold to the several cylin-
ders of an engine. When fuel is injected into the induc-
tion passage, the correct amount of fuel is readily calcu-
lated on a basis of the measured mass airflow. In this
case, however, where the fuel is injected into the air-
stream downstream of the manifold, that is, at the en-
gine intake port or into the combustion chambers of the
engine, the measured airflow in the induction passage is
no longer an accurate instantaneous measure of the
airflow to the engine because of possible changes of air
density in the manifold volume. When the throttle valve
in the throttle body upstream of the manifold is open-
ing, the manifold pressure increases and when the throt-
tle valve is closing, the manifold pressure decreases so it
follows that the mass of air within the manifold is not
constant. That is, the rate of airflow into the manifold is
not necessarily the same as the rate of airflow out of the
manifold.

It is therefore a general object of the invention to
provide a method of measuring the mass airflow into an
engine through a manifold based upon the mass airflow
measurement upstream of the manifold.

The invention is carried out by measuring the mass
airflow in an induction passage upstream of the engine
manifold and measuring the manifold pressure and com-
pensating the measured value by an amount dependent
upon the rate of change of manifold pressure.

The above and other advantages of the invention will
become more apparent from the following description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings
wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts and
wherein:

FIG. 1is a schematic view of an internal combustion
engine equipped with a manifold and including a mass
airflow measuring circuit with a compensation circuit
to carry out the method of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the principles in-
volved in the arrangement of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 1, an internal combustion engine 16
containing a plurality of cylinders is equipped with a
manifold 12 for supplying air to the intake port of each
cylinder. An'induction passage or throttle body 14 con-
taining a throttle valve 16 supplies air to the engine 10
through the manifold 12. A mass airflow sensor 18,
shown as a block within the throttle body, produces an
electrical signal on line 20 which is a function of the
mass airflow through the throttle body. That signal is
acted upon by a meter circuit 22 which emits an output
voltage Easto a compensation circuit 24 which makes a
correction for density transients occurring in the mani-
fold 12 and provides an output signal Egz. A pressure
sensor 26 is coupled to the manifold 12 to continuously
monitor the instantaneous air pressure within the mani-
fold and provides a corresponding electrical pressure
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signal P to the compensation circuit 24 and similarly, a
thermocouple or other temperature sensor 28 coupled
to the manifold provides an air temperature signal T to
the compensation circuit 24. The anemometer, which
includes the sensor 18 and the meter circuit 22, may be
any of a variety of suitable types such as a hot wire or
hot film anemometer or an acoustic anemometer, for
example. Depending upon the type of anemometer, the
output signal Eps from the sensor circuit 22 may be
directly proportional to the mass airflow through the
throttle body or may be a more complex function of the
mass airflow.

The analysis of the compensation method according
to the invention is provided for the case where the
anemometer has a linear output, i.e., the output is pro-
portional to the mass airflow through the throttle body.
Referring to FIG. 2, the throttle body 14 is shown con-
nected to a plenum 12’ having a volume V representing
the volume of the manifold, the plenum in turn being
connected to input ports of the engine 10. A mass air-
flow rate through the throttle body is denoted by the
arrow mysand is detected by the airflow sensor 18 while
the mass airflow rate of immediate interest, that is, the
airflow into the engine is denoted by the arrow mg.
Under steady state operating conditions, the mass flow
rate passing through the flow meter is equal to that
entering the engine, however, if the air density p in the
plenum is being altered, that is no longer true. Instead,
the following relationship holds

. dp
mE = mpy — VT

Since the fluid density is related to the plenum pressure
P and the temperature T by

P
P="RT
where R is a constant and the fluid temperature varia-
tion during the transients of interest in the engine mani-
fold may be considered small, the rate of change of
density is directly proportional to the rate of change of
plenum pressure. That is,

ap 1

dt — RT

dP
dr

It follows that

. . vV dP

ME = MM T RT Tdr

As applied to the system of FIG. 1 where a linear ane-
mometer is used so that Epsis proportional to the mea-
sured mass airflow rate mpy, and the output voltage Eg
is proportional to the mass airflow rate into the engine
mg, the compensation circuit with inputs of manifold
pressure and temperature is operative to compute the
value

vV dar

T RT dt

to provide an output signal Eg as follows:
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. KV dP
Ee=Ew—RT “ur

where K is a proportionality constant.

In a hot wire or hot film anemometer, the output
voltage is not linear and is determined by the following
relationship

' /K"
. Epm
mM = (T‘)

where K’ and K" are constants. Applying the above
analysis to such a hot element anemometer, it can be
shown that the output signal compensated for the air
density changes is as follows
K
dpP
dt

E /K"
, M
s ()

It will thus be seen that in order to calculate the mass
airflow into an engine for the determination of the
amount of fuel to be applied to the engine intake ports
or combustion chamber, an accurate measurement can
be made by the method of this invention using mass
airflow meters of known types situated in convenient
induction passage locations upstream of the engine in-
take manifold.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu-
sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as
follows:

1. The method of measuring mass airflow into an
engine through an intake plenum subject to air density
changes in the plenum comprising the steps of:

measuring the mass airflow into the plenum,

determining the rate of air density change in the ple-
num, and

adjusting the airflow measurement by a function of

the rate of air density change to compensate for air
density transients, whereby the adjusted airflow
measurement represents mass airflow into the en-
gine.

2. The method of measuring mass airflow into an
engine through an induction passage and intake mani-
fold subject to air density change in the manifold com-
prising the steps of:

measuring the mass airflow through the induction

passage and flowing into the manifold,
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measuring the rate of pressure change in the mani-

fold, and

adjusting the airflow measurement by a function of

the rate of pressure change to compensate for air
density transients, whereby the adjusted airflow
measurement represents mass airflow into the en-
gine.

3. The method of measuring mass airflow into an
engine through an induction passage and an intake man-
ifold subject to air density change in the manifold com-
prising the steps of:

measuring the mass airflow through the induction

passage and flowing into the manifold,

measuring the rate of pressure change dP/dt in the

manifold,

measuring the air temperature T in the manifold, and

adjusting the airflow measurement by a function of

V/T (dP/dt) where V is the volume of the mani-
fold to compensate for air density transients,
whereby the adjusted airflow measurement repre-
sents mass airflow into the engine.

4. The method of measuring mass airflow into an
engine through an induction passage and an intake man-
ifold having a volume V subject to air density changes
in the manifold comprising the steps of:

measuring the mass airflow mysthrough the induction

passage and flowing into the manifold by a hot
element anemometer to obtain a meter voltage Eyy
such that

Em

/K"
- (22)

where K’ and X" are constants,

measuring the rate of pressure change dP/dt in the
manifold,

measuring the air temperature T in the manifold, and

adjusting the airflow measurement by a function of
the rate of pressure change and the manifold vol-
ume to compensate for air density transients to
obtain an adjusted airflow measurement

K
__r dpP
RT dt

where Efg is a function of mass airflow into the

engine and R is a gas constant.
* * ® * *
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